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WHY AN MBA ADMISSIONS

CHECKLIST IS ESSENTIAL

www.reallygreatsite.com @reallygreatsite

Applying for an MBA at top schools (Harvard, Wharton,

INSEAD, LBS, ISB) is like running a marathon—you need

structure, stamina, and a plan. Many strong candidates

fail not because they lack potential but because they

mismanage deadlines, storytelling, or fit.

An admissions checklist ensures you approach this

strategically, not reactively. Each step—resume, essays,

recommendations—must align to tell a coherent narrative.

👉  Reflection: Write why you want an MBA in 1–2

sentences. Career pivot? Faster leadership growth?

Global exposure?
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STEP 1: CLARIFY YOUR MBA

GOALS (SHORT & LONG TERM)

www.reallygreatsite.com @reallygreatsite

Admissions committees don’t want “general

ambition.” They want clarity.

Short-Term Goal (2–3 years post-MBA):

Consulting at Bain, Finance at JP Morgan,

Product at Amazon.

Long-Term Goal (10+ years): Partner, CFO,

Entrepreneur, Policy Leader.

👉 Exercise: Write one short-term and one long-

term goal in 2 lines each.
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STEP 2: SELECT THE RIGHT

SCHOOLS – DREAM, TARGET,

SAFETY

www.reallygreatsite.com @reallygreatsite

Use the DTS framework:

Dream: Harvard, Stanford, INSEAD.

Target: Duke Fuqua, LBS, ISB.

Safety: Tier-2 programs that still match

goals.

👉  Exercise: List 2–3 schools in each DTS

bucket.
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STEP 3: RESEARCH

PROGRAM STRENGTHS & FIT

www.reallygreatsite.com @reallygreatsite

Schools differ in culture, strengths, and

networks. Example:

INSEAD = international diversity + consulting

placements.

Wharton = finance powerhouse.

LBS = London exposure + global mobility.

ISB = India focus + global faculty.

👉  Exercise: Pick 1 school. Write 2 strengths

and how they align with your goals.
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 STEP 4: BUILD A

COMPETITIVE RESUME FOR

ADMISSIONS

www.reallygreatsite.com @reallygreatsite

Your admissions resume should highlight:

Leadership: Did you lead teams/projects?

Impact: Did you save costs, increase revenue,

influence strategy?

Extracurriculars: Volunteer, sports, NGOs.

❌ Don’t recycle job CVs—they’re too task-heavy.

✅  Focus on leadership potential and quantifiable

achievements.

👉 Exercise: Rewrite 1 resume bullet with numbers

+ leadership focus.
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STEP 5: CRAFTING

AUTHENTIC ESSAYS &

PERSONAL STATEMENTS

www.reallygreatsite.com @reallygreatsite

Essays = your voice. They must:

Answer why MBA, why now, why this school.

Showcase personal values & resilience.

Tell unique stories—not clichés.

Example: Instead of “I want to lead,” show:

“During a crisis project, I aligned 5 teams across

geographies to deliver under budget.”

👉  Exercise: Draft 3 bullet points from your life

you could expand into essay stories.
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STEP 6: CHOOSING AND

GUIDING RECOMMENDERS

www.reallygreatsite.com @reallygreatsite

Your recommender should be:

Someone who knows you well.

Can speak about leadership & growth.

Aligned with your essays (no contradictions).

Provide them a recommendation packet: your

resume, essays, and 3 key stories they can highlight.

👉  Exercise: Write 2 names of potential

recommenders.
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STEP 7: PREPARING FOR

GMAT/GRE & LANGUAGE

TESTS

www.reallygreatsite.com @reallygreatsite

GMAT/GRE: Aim 700+ GMAT / 320+ GRE for

top schools.

IELTS/TOEFL: Needed if undergrad wasn’t in

English.

Prep tip: Practice 1 hr/day for 6–9 months.

👉  Exercise: Write your target score + exam

date.
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STEP 8: STRUCTURING YOUR

APPLICATION TIMELINE

www.reallygreatsite.com @reallygreatsite

MBA apps = project management.

R1: Sept–Oct (higher scholarships).

R2: Jan–Feb (larger applicant pool).

R3: Risky, only if backup.

Worksheet: Build a calendar with GMAT

prep, essay drafts, and submission

deadlines.
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STEP 9: PREPARING FOR MBA

INTERVIEWS

www.reallygreatsite.com @reallygreatsite

MBA interviews test fit + communication.

Common Qs: “Why MBA?” “Why this

school?” “Leadership story?”

Practice with mock interviews.

👉  Exercise: Record a 2-min answer to “Why

MBA now?” and review for clarity.
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STEP 10: PLANNING

SCHOLARSHIPS, LOANS &

FUNDING

www.reallygreatsite.com @reallygreatsite

Funding is often overlooked. Options:

Merit scholarships (ISB, Oxford).

Need-based aid (Harvard, Stanford).

Loans: Prodigy Finance, MPower, Indian

banks.

👉  Exercise: List 2 funding sources you’d

explore.

@www.roleedge.com



CASE STUDIES

www.reallygreatsite.com @reallygreatsite

ISB Admit: Aarav, a CA with Deloitte, used

storytelling essays about leadership in client

crises. Result = ISB admit + 30% scholarship.

INSEAD Admit: Maria, with a consulting

background, highlighted international mobility +

growth mindset. Result = admit with €15K

scholarship.

Lesson: Storytelling + clarity + funding prep =

success.
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COMMON PITFALLS &

CTA

www.reallygreatsite.com @reallygreatsite

❌ Mistakes: Generic essays, weak recommenders,

late submissions.

✅  Fix: Start early, build strong stories, align every

element.

90-Day MBA Prep Plan:

Days 1–30: School research + resume rewrite.

Days 31–60: Essays + recommendations.

Days 61–90: Interview prep + funding strategy.
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+123-456-7890
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123 Anywhere St., Any City

hello@reallygreatsite.com
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Want to boost your odds

at M7 or INSEAD/ISB?

Book a RoleEdge MBA

Admissions Coaching

Session today.

info@roleedge.com
Email:

Book a FREE 1:1 Consultation 
https://roleedge.zohobookings.in/#/discovery-
call
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Website:


